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Safeguard Your Home
Want to reduce your risk of a break in? SCSO’s certified crime 
prevention practitioners can visit your home and provide you with 
recommendations on how to better protect your residence.  Our free, 
45-minute home security assessments involve a review of entry and 
exit points, locks, lights, and landscaping. 
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Secure Your Business
Modeled after Neighborhood Watch, Business Watch takes the 
“neighbors looking out for neighbors” concept to the 
commercial level, creating a partnership among businesses, 
law enforcement and others that represent business interests. 
Each business is provided with a Sheriff’s Office decal that 
warns criminals that the business is part of an active watch 
community, and is used to contact business owners in case of 
an after-hours emergency. SCSO also provides free on-site 
security assessments, safety training for employees and 
site-specific safety tips on how to reduce the risk of robbery or 
burglary.   

In 2018, SCSO launched the Safety Tactics and Awareness 
Response program, a women’s self-defense initiative that was 
designed from the ground up by SCSO deputies.  The class is 
offered free of charge once a month and  focuses on teaching 
women in Seminole County how they can defend themselves 
against an aggressor.  Since the new program began, we have 
served over 3,000 participants and established many long-term 
community partnerships.

Sign up for our S.T.A.R. 
self-defense class

Get a firsthand look at the operations of the Sheriff’s Office through our 
exciting 15-week educational academy.  Taught by Sheriff’s Office personnel, 
the academy is offered three times per year and includes presentations 
on topics such as neighborhood policing, investigations, child protective 
services, and forensics. Class participants also see demonstrations from the 
Special Operations Unit (SWAT, Range and Water, K9, and EOD), have the 
opportunity to fire Sheriff’s Office weapons at the gun range, and drive a 
patrol car.  The academy classes are held once a week in the evening and are 
offered at no cost to participants.

Nextdoor.com allows neighbors the opportunity to create 
a trusted, private neighborhood website where they 
can interact by asking questions, exchanging local advice, 
making recommendations, and discussing their community 
concerns. The Sheriff’s Office often uses Nextdoor to 
update residents about crime trends in their neighborhoods, 
and share information on events and programs. Learn 
more and register at www.nextdoor.com.

Join our Community Law Enforcement 
Academy (CLEA) 

Follow us on Nextdoor

Request House Watch 
Going out of town? The House Watch program adds an extra layer of 
security to your home while you’re away. At your request, deputies 
will check on your home, driving by to look for anything that might 
be unusual, and will walk around the property to ensure it is secured. 
Before you leave on your trip, contact us at 407-665-6650 to 
request the service.



2011 2013
2014

2015
2016

2017
20122010 2018

• John E. Polk 
Correctional Facility 
(JEPCF) opened new 
expansion facility and 
implemented direct 
supervision of inmate 
management
• Establishment of the 
Seminole Financial 
Crimes Task Force, a 
multi-agency team to 
improve our ability to 
investigate financial 
crimes
• Pharmaceutical 
Diversion Unit (PDU) 
created to combat 
growing problem of 
prescription drug abuse 
and misuse
• Partnered with pawn 
shops to use a 
web-based system to 
aid in recovering stolen 
property

•K9 Amber donated by 
Jimmy Ryce Foundation; 
contest held to name 
her
• 4.4% decrease in Part 
One crime
• Added AEDs to all 
patrol vehicles
• Juvenile Detention 
Center completion of 
renovations (March)
• JEPCF transitioned to 
a new electronic 
logbook system
• New program began 
for youth to divert first 
time misdemeanor 
offenders from formal 
arrest and to give them 
alternative sanctions 
and avoid arrest record

• Pink Patrol vehicle 
unveiled to support 
breast cancer research 
and survivors
• George Zimmerman 
trial became national 
news
• New Neighborhood 
Services Unit added 
to improve crime 
prevention
• Real-time incident 
mapping capabilities 
added to patrol units
• JEPCF received ACA 
CORE accrediation for 
the first time 
• Police Athletic League 
(PAL) and Department 
of Youth Services (DYS) 
began mentoring 
program for at-risk 
females

• First weeklong Youth 
Academy program 
began in July
• 7.5% decrease in Part  
1 crime
• Body worn camera 
pilot program 
implemented
• Launch of “Sherlock” 
a web based 
application developed 
by our IT team to map 
crime,  help crime 
prevention and 
enhance law 
enforcement 
capabilities
• First accreditation 
from National 
Emergency 
Management 
Accrediation Program

• SCSO makes cover of 
Ford’s 2015 calendar 
• GPS monitoring 
technology introduced
• Forensics lab 
received international 
accreditation; 
nationwide 
reaccreditation for the 
20th year
• K9 Billie retired; K9 
Amber takes the lead 
as scent tracking 
bloodhound
• City County
 Investigative Bureau 
(CCIB) arrested 10  
subjects from several 
stores throughout the 
county for selling 
synthetic drugs
• Crossing Guard 
Program claims 
top honors as best
in the state by FDOT 
for third time in 4 years

• Sheriff Eslinger 
retires after 26 years 
as Sheriff 
• Newly re-designed 
website launched in 
January
• SCSO began issuing 
Narcan to deputies 
for effective opioid 
overdose reversal
• Local Drug trafficking 
organization 
dismantled; 9 arrested
• School resource 
deputies added to 
each elementary, 
middle and high 
school
• Probation Division 
and Prosecution  
Alternatives for Youth 
(PAY) Program 
acquired by SCSO

• Sheriff Lemma sworn 
in as 10th sheriff of 
Seminole County
• All SO members take 
Oath of Office from 
new sheriff
• 5% decrease in
 Part I crime
• Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria – impact and 
response
• Largest drug bust in 
county history; 430 lbs. 
of marijuana seized
• Heroin dealer 
charged with homicide 
under new Florida law
• First comfort dogs 
deployed (Tootsie, 
Cooper, MJ and Shiloh) 
for local schools to 
help students with 
anxiety and stress
• New 35,000 sq. ft.  
Professional 
Development Center 
opened for training and 
events

• Social media first 
incorporated 
(Facebook, Twitter, 
Youtube)
• 5.9% decrease in 
Part 1 crime
• In-Car Camera 
installation begun
• CPS incorporated 
Documentum 
paperless system
• Jail expansion 
project approved
• Successful search
and rescue of Nadia 
Bloom
• Intake/Release 
Section operational 
January 10
• CPS implemented 
Crisis Response Team

• Thirty deputies 
deployed to panhandle 
to assist with Hurricane 
Michael relief efforts 
• SCSO wins first 
Emmy in 105 year 
history 
• 15% decrease in Part 
1 crime 
• First Halloween 
Spooktacular provides 
safe event for families 
to trick or treat
• Snow Patrol 
introduced to help 
deputies interact with 
kids in the community
• Safety Tactics & 
Awareness Response 
(S.T.A.R.) women’s self 
defense program began
• CCIB’s Operation 
Sundown dismantled 
large drug ring.; 19 
arrest warrants issued

2019

•  First Lady Casey 
DeSantis appoints 
Sheriff Lemma to chair  
Opioid Task Force
• Attorney General 
Ashley Moody elects 
Sheriff Lemma to chair 
Opioid Advisory Panel
• Two 30 year old cold 
cases solved through 
Geneaology DNA 
arrests
• Triple overdose 
NARCAN save at gas 
station
• SCSO becomes Puple 
Heart Agency
• Veteran Recognition 
Wall unveiled at Bldg. 
100 in December to 
honor those who have 
served in all branches 
of the military

10 years in review
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